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Lesson from the wild

Weaver ants applying sticky, silky glue
to build their nest (top and right)

The white objects being carried by
weaver ants to build their nest

very carefully and carried it away from the location. |
followed their trail but to my utter disappointment, they
disappeared beyond my line of vision as it was late
afternoon. | observed a nest made out of leaves nearby
and an under-construction nest with some sticky, silky
mesh lying around it. | started observing the incomplete
nest. When | magnified my vision through my lens, | was
surprised. A group of ants that was travelling in a queue
assembled, held on to the edge of a leave together and
tried to pull it together. When they were unsuccessful,
another group extended its support to bend the leaf
edges so that they could attach the lacy net mesh onto
the leaf edges. With their skilled collaborative effort, the
leaves got attached and slowly turned into a nest-like
structure. In an indication of violent thunderstorms, a
thick dark cloud covered the sky and | had to use the
focus lamp for spotting my subject. | was astonished
and shocked but kept capturing all that was happening
to carry back home for further studies.

I was rain-drenched, but happy, when | returned
home. I had a clear feeling of having discovered
something about those little creatures. As | was studying
the nextday | found out about the unique engineering
employed by weaver ants and the justification of their
name. As per scientific reports, the larvae of these ants
produce a type of silk, which the adults cleverly use to
build their nests. Adults carefully carry the larvae in their
jaws (so as not to harm them) and squeeze them gently
until a drop of silk falls on a leaf’s edge. Meanwhile,
the other ants of the group roll up the leaf edges and
attach them to each other. The larvae are basically used
as a living, silky bottle of glue used to stick leaf edges
together. The workflow that | had observed was the
clever nest-building activity of weaver ants.

| am still surprised at the terrific engineering
technique that ants have developed and adopted. No
wonder that they are supposed to be the most social
creatures on Earth. | learnta new aspect of insect
life and my respect for nature’s mysteries ways has
increased manifold.



